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CHARACTER EDUCATION PROGRAM RESOURCES 

PROFILE DIRECTORY 
 

Introduction 
 

The New Jersey Character Education Partnership (NJCEP) Initiative was announced in January 2000. 
The purpose of this initiative is to assist public school educators to adopt validated character education 
programs that will meet the developmental needs of students throughout New Jersey by promoting pro-
social student behaviors and creating a caring, disciplined school climate conducive to learning.  A 
dedicated state aid line item in the Governor�s FY 2003 budget provided $4.75 million to public school 
districts, approved charter schools and state facilities to be devoted to character education program 
development and implementation during the 2002-03 school year.  The Department of Education 
administers the initiative and supports implementation of character education programs through 
professional development and information networking. 
 
The purpose of the Character Education Program Resources Profile Directory is to provide guidance to 
school districts in their choice of selecting, implementing and evaluating character education programs, 
activities and services. 
 
The Profile Directory is divided into a number of sections.  The two main sections include the listing of 
Programs and Resources.  Programs listed offer Pre-K to 12 curricula, teacher guides, staff 
development and training, and other related materials.  Resources listed offer print, audio visual, and 
software products and character education related performances and demonstrations. 
 
In deciding which program(s) or resource(s) will best meet the needs of a school in your district, 
carefully consider the importance of staff development, accessibility of the resource provider and how 
the program/resource aligns to your curriculum and the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content 
Standards.  Please keep in mind that profile descriptions were provided by each program and/or 
resource organization and have not been verified. 
 
Additional sections include the listing of web-sites, character education presenters, evaluators, and the 
Eleven Principles of Character Education. 
 
Please take the time to become fully acquainted with the materials and program resources before 
making a final decision regarding character education plans for next school year.  The Program Review 
Checklist  included in this Profile Directory outlines key points to keep in mind when assessing the 
quality, applicability and comprehensiveness of character education programs and products.  If you 
have questions about the New Jersey Character Education Partnership (NJCEP) Initiative, or Profile 
Directory, please contact the following office: 

 
New Jersey Department of Education 

Division of Student Services 
Office of Educational Support Services 

P.O. Box 500 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0500 

Telephone: (609) 292-5935 
Fax: (609) 633-9655 

Web-site: www.state.nj.us/njded/chared 

Please Note: The Department of Education does not endorse any specific program models, organizations,  
resources, web-sites, materials, presenters or evaluators. 
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New Jersey Character Education Partnership (NJCEP) 

 Initiative Update  
 

November 2002 
 
The New Jersey Character Education Partnership (NJCEP) Initiative was announced in January 2000 
as part of the Governor�s State-of-the State message.  The purpose of this initiative is to assist public 
school educators to adopt validated character education programs that will meet the developmental 
needs of students throughout New Jersey by promoting pro-social student behaviors and creating a 
caring, disciplined school climate conducive to learning.  A dedicated state aid line item in the Gover-
nor�s FY 2001 budget provided $4.75 million to public school districts and approved charter schools to 
be devoted to character education program development and implementation during the 2000-01 
school year.  The Department of Education administers the initiative and supports implementation of 
character education programs through professional development and information networking.  
 
Year One (July 1, 2000 through June 30, 2001)  
 
During the first year 99% of New Jersey public school districts and approved charter schools partici-
pated in the voluntary state aid initiative.  District selection of character education programs was as 
follows:  59% of districts chose Programs of Merit, 11% selected alternative program providers, 18% 
developed their own homegrown programs and 12% used a combination of program choices.  
 
A number of nationally well-known speakers, authors and researchers have presented character edu-
cation workshops throughout the state.  School districts are involved in a variety of exciting programs 
and services including social emotional learning, enhancing school climate, character trait of the 
month, peacemaking and conflict resolution strategies, service learning and curriculum infusion activi-
ties.     
 
Year Two (July 1, 2001 through June 30, 2002) 
 
For the second year of the initiative, the Governor�s FY 2002 budget provided $4.75 million for school 
district character education program implementation and expansion during the 2001-02 school year. 
Those districts that participated in the first year initiative submitted data and narrative on program out-
comes. Overall, a majority of the schools showed positive increases in student behavior and atten-
dance, with students stating they gained a better understanding of how their actions affected others. 
Schools also saw decreases in suspensions, bullying and student conflict.   Teachers, staff, adminis-
trators and parents deemed the programs implemented in their school successful at infusing character 
education into the school culture. 
 
Year Three (July 1, 2002 through June 30, 2003) 
 
For the third year of the initiative, the Governor�s FY 2003 budget provided $4.75 million for school 
district character education program implementation and expansion during the 2002-03 school year. 
In February 2002, Governor James E. McGreevey created the New Jersey Character Education Com-
mission.  The Commission gathered information on best practices and other efforts currently being un-
dertaken by New Jersey�s public schools and submitted their findings and recommendations to the 
Governor.  Information will be announced to districts when the Character Education Commission com-
pletes its review and proposes future direction for Character Education in New Jersey.  
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State Aid Funding Process  
 
If a school district or charter school has any state aid funds remaining from FY 2001 or FY 2002, the 
funds may be carried over into Fiscal Year 2003 (until June 30, 2003) and continue to be recorded in 
the special revenue fund (revenue code:  20-3290) as restricted state aid.  There are no fiscal forms 
required to complete and submit to the department in order to carry over funds.  The use of character 
education funding is subject to state audit as are all state aid funds.   Carry-over funds must be used 
for the sole purpose of character education in support of programs, services and activities.  State aid 
funds may be used for the following:  Administration of the program (coordinator�s stipend), purchase 
of character education curriculum materials and supplies, printing and mailings related to character 
education activities, refreshments for a character education related event, staff development and 
training (which may include paying staff to attend workshop trainings after school hours or paying for 
substitutes in order for district staff to attend trainings, etc.), purchase of general assembly programs 
for students, participation at local, state sponsored and national character education conferences and 
workshops (to include registration fees, hotel, mileage, meals, etc.), invited presenters for staff, stu-
dents, parents and community members, character education hats, pens, pads, posters, tee-shirts, 
etc. for students, appropriate materials for service learning projects, purchase of teacher guides and 
assessment surveys, etc.  All expenditures must be used for the direct support of character education 
programs, materials, services, and activities related to the state initiative.   
 
Character Education Program Selection  
 
Districts may expand implementation of their first year character education program model selection 
(Program of Merit, alternative, homegrown or combination of programs) or choose new programs to 
augment character education efforts that serve new schools or students.  Please note that funding is 
not restricted to one program selection.  Depending upon district priorities of funding, staffing, student 
and program needs, schools may select additional program providers for materials, assemblies, staff 
training, curriculum infusion, community service or other related character education activities.  For 
more information regarding character education programs and resources, please refer to the Charac-
ter Education Program Resources Profile Directory, which can be downloaded from the department�s 
Web site at http://www.state.nj.us/njded/chared or purchased for a small fee through the Office of 
Publication and Distribution Services by contacting (609) 984-0549. 
 
For More Information 
 
For more information about the New Jersey Character Education Partnership (NJCEP), visit the de-
partment�s web site at http://www.state.nj.us/njded/chared or contact Nyeema C. Watson, 609-292-
5887 at the New Jersey Department of Education, Division of Student Services, Office of Program 
Support Services   
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Program Review Checklist 
This checklist provides criteria for selecting character education materials for your school or district.  It can be 
used to review school-wide programs, specific curricula, or support materials.  These criteria define quality com-
prehensive character education.  You may find that no one program fits all of the criteria, but that a combination 
of materials meets most of your needs, often in conjunction with material you might develop on your own.  To 
use the checklist, either mark items addressed in the program being reviewed or apply a rating scale (see be-
low) to help you better differentiate programs.  
 
Program/Curriculum: __________________________________ 

0 = not evident 
1 = poor 
2 = good 

3 = very good 
4 = exemplary 

 
 
____ 
 
____ 
 
 
____ 
 
____ 
 
 
____ 
 
 
____ 
 
 
____ 
 
 
____ 
 
 
____ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
____ 
 
____ 

Content & Methodology 
 
Promotes core ethical values (e.g., respect, responsibility, caring, fairness, honesty) 
 
Develops conditions that promote a caring classroom climate and school culture  
(e.g., addresses relationship building, collaboration, classroom/school norms) 
 
Fosters varied dimensions of student growth (i.e., social, emotional, ethical, intellectual)  
 
Develops an understanding of emotions that underlie behavior and helps students better 
understand others and manage emotional responses 
 
Seeks to decrease detrimental attitudes and behaviors (e.g., biases, stereotyping, put 
downs, racial slurs, bullying, gossip, insensitive gender remarks) 
 
Provides opportunities for student reflection on character-related issues (e.g., journal 
writing, essays, class meetings, class discussions, artistic expression) 
 
Addresses the logic of moral arguments and promotes higher level thinking (e.g.,  
perspective taking, critical thinking, problem solving, ethical decision making) 
 
Provides for modeling and practicing of social skills that demonstrate core values  
(e.g., interrupting politely, active listening, constructive feedback, respectful  
communication) 
 
Provides opportunities to put core values in action in ways that promote student  
autonomy, social responsibility, and caring relationships (e.g., cooperative learning,  
community service, class meetings, democratic participation, cross-age and peer tutoring, 
student governance, conflict resolution) 
 
Instructional Issues 
 
Is user-friendly (i.e., clear, comprehensive, easy to use, requires minimal preparation) 
 
Is sequential (i.e., lesson plans logically build on one another) and introduces concepts and 
strategies in appropriately sized components (e.g., a multiple step problem solving strategy 
is not introduced in one lesson) 
 
 
 
 
 

CEP CEP CHARACTER EDUCATION CHARACTER EDUCATION  PARTNERSHIP PARTNERSHIP  
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Is developmentally appropriate for the grade levels indicated.  
 
Integrates with academic content and is aligned with district and state education goals and core 
learning objectives in one or more subjects (e.g., social studies, science, language arts, etc.) 
 
Uses a variety of instructional strategies that meet the needs of students with diverse learning 
styles (e.g., visual, auditory, kinesthetic), including active learning (e.g., role plays, experiential  
learning, affective exercises, constructivist approach) 
 
Appeals to students� interests by offering relevant stories, vignettes, and dilemmas that are 
 dynamic and closely match issues arising in the lives of students  
 
Utilizes varied mediums (e.g., Internet, videos, CD Roms, manipulatives, fiction and non-fiction, 
autobiographies, archival items, art, music) 
 
Includes multicultural visuals and narratives that develop understanding of diverse peoples 
 
Provides for student recognition that encourages intrinsic motivation (i.e., helping students  
recognize the natural benefits of prosocial acts) and discourages reliance on extrinsic incentives (e.g., 
peer competition, material rewards) 
 
Teacher and Parent Support 
 
Includes a teacher�s guide that is clear, comprehensive, and easy to use and that provides the  
program�s research base, goals, objectives, and evaluation components 
 
Provides for staff development through training, videos, an interactive web site, newsletters, and/or 
consultation 
 
Trains staff in developing caring relationships and ethical practices within the school community 
and provides opportunities for reflection on their own growth as character educators 
 
Provides a means for ongoing teacher mentoring and support  
 
Involves parents/guardians (e.g., through newsletters, shared homework assignments, parent  
workshops, family-based activities, evaluation surveys) 
 
Offers bilingual versions of parent materials 
 
Utilizes community resources (e.g., community volunteers, youth groups, business partnerships, 
after-school programs, local government agencies)  
 
Assessment 
 
Provides varied means for student assessment (e.g., surveys, portfolios, projects, skill  
demonstrations) and multiple opportunities for students to demonstrate knowledge, understanding, 
and practice of core values 
 
Has positive evaluation results including both quantitative data (e.g., absenteeism, discipline  
referrals, standardized test scores, behavioral observations, skill and knowledge tests, student/staff/
parent climate and/or attitudinal surveys) and qualitative data (e.g., testimonials, narratives)  
supporting program goals and objectives, preferably conducted by third-party evaluators. 
 
Total Score _________ 

 
______ 
 
______ 
 
 
______ 
 
 
 
______ 
 
 
______ 
 
 
______ 
 
______ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______ 
 
 
 

______ 
 
 
 
______ 
 
 
______ 
 
______ 
 
 
______ 
 
______ 
 
 
 
 
______ 
 
 
 
______ 
 
 
 
 

Reference: Character Education Partnership, Washington, D.C. 
                            (www.character.org) 




